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JOHN 'MUIR NE.WSLETTER 
V o 1-u m G 1 Number 1 January-February 1981 
An irregular publication of the Holt-Atherton Pacific Center for 
Western Studies, University of the Pacific, Stockton, California 
95211 
Editorial Staff: Ronald H. Limbaugh, Janice D. Magdich 
WANTED: NEWSLETTER ITEMS. 
This modest publication is designed to provide a clearinghouse for 
information and news of interest to Muir scholars and friends. You 
can help by sending newsworthy items to the editorial staff. Our 
space is very limited, so make it brief and camera ready if possi-
ble. The staff reserves the right to review and edit all material 
submitted. 
WANTED: COMMENTATORS AND REVIEWERS. 
If you are interested in preparing brief book notices and reviews 
for this newsletter please contact the editorial staff and list 
your specific interests. Commentators and guest editorials are 
also solicited. Space limitations prohibit publication of lengthy 
articles, but short statements (maximum of 300 words) are 
encouraged. 
NEWSLETTER LOGO. 
Do you have an idea for a special Muir logo that might identify 
the masthead of this newsletter? Send us a description or a 
sketch, or give us an idea to work on. 
THE JOHN MUIR PAPERS MICROFORM PROJECT. 
Launched January 5th, Phase One of this project--the search and 
collection stage--is well underway. Ms. Janice D. Magdich, a 
University of the Pacific graduate in history, has been hired as 
a fulltime editorial assistant. Over fifty inquiry letters to 
libraries and institutions across the United States, Canada, 
Great Britian and France have been distributed thus far along 
with some twenty-five news releases to various historical agencies 
and individuals that may hold Muir materials. Cooperating insti-
tutions and collectors are providing xerox research copies of .their 
holdings for study and possible inclusion in the microform edition 
of Muir's writings. Anyone with information or suggestions re-
gardin~ the location of original Muir materials should contact 
the Project staff in Stockton. 
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BOOK NOTES. 
JOHN MUIR: TO YOSEMITE AND BEYOND. WRTTTNGS FROM T~E YEARS 1863 
to 1875. Edited by Robert Engberg and Donald Westling (Madison: 
University of Wisconsin Press, 1980). 171 p . ; illus .; b i blio -
graphy; index. 
Just released, this brief collection of manuscript fragments, 
articles, and correspondence contains some previously unpublished 
material . De signed as a posthumou s autobiography, th e book is 
organized to illustrate Muir's "process of self - cont r uction by 
taking Mui r through the struggles of his twenties and thirties." 
MUIR PHOTOGRAPHS. 
The Muir Collection at the Univers i ty of the Pac i fic contains 
approximately 2,500 photos. Some are individual and family 
portraits, but most are Far West landscapes and scenic views 
taken by Fiske, Lukens, Merriam, Reilly, Watkins, Tabor and 
many other photographers, both amateur and professional. Although 
Muir evidently took few if any photos himself, he collected these 
pictures which are in effect the visu~l extins i on of his wilder -
ness studies. Because they tell u s something about Muir as 
well as 19th century landscape photography, they should be included 
in the Muir microform edition. 
But should other photos be included? That is the question facing 
project staff members as we gather Muir materials , for filming, 
and we ask yourassistance ~n developing a photo policy. Many 
repositories and individuals have indicated they have photos 
of or about Muir and his wnrk. Should efforts be made to in-
clude these in the microform edition? If so, should we draw 
the line at Muir portraits, or should we attempt to gather re -
lated photos (family and friends, contemporary organizations, 
important sites~ o.ther landscapes, etc.)? 
Your advise and comments on these questions will be app r ecia t ed. 
NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIBERS. 
This issue comes to you compliments· of Bill and Maymie Kimes, who 
underwrote the init i al publication cos~s. Futu r e ·issues will 
depend on available funding. If you wi s h to be included on the 
mailing list, please send us a check for $6 . 00 wh i ch will cover 
costs for paper, printing and postage for a one year's subscrip -
tion. Complete the for~ belo~ if you have not already sent us 
your mailing info r ma ti on . Ma i l this fo r m and your check to : 
JOHN MUIR NEW~LETTER, Holt - Athe r ton Pacific Center fo r Western 
Studies, Unive r si t y of the Pacific , Stockton, 'cal i fornia 95211. 
Please enroll . me a s a subcribe r t o the JOHN MUIR NEW'S LETTER. En -
closed is a ch e ck f or $6.00 fo r a one yea ~ 's subscript i on. 
NAME------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
ADDRESS 
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